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The Colorado State University Student Chapter of the American Association of Equine 

Practitioners (SCAAEP) is one of the largest and most active clubs within the College of 

Veterinary Medicine.  It is dedicated to helping equine veterinary students obtain 

experience and knowledge above the standard curriculum currently offered in 

veterinary school.   

SCAAEP does its best to cater to the variety of interests of the students while keeping 

in mind the goal of furthering their knowledge of equine medicine.  Each member of 

the club brings their own unique experiences to the table. Individual student 

contributions, combined with assistance from resources in the community, allow 

members to expand their knowledge in the many facets of the industry.   

The club is able to achieve this goal through annual events that include lectures by 

nationally known speakers, hands-on wet labs, weekend short-courses, the AAEP 

National Convention, and more.  

Lately students have had an opportunity to take a closer look at podiatry, alternative 

medicine, dentistry, lameness, and surgery.   

SCAAEP also puts together an opportunity for current practitioners to earn continuing 

education credit every spring through the Equine Symposium held at CSU.   

 

Highlights of this issue 

Second Annual Equine Symposium P.2 
Breeders Cup Party P.3 

Support CSU SCAAEP P.4 

 

Lunch Rounds 

Lunch rounds are oriented towards 
students in the first and second years 
that do not yet have a chance to interact 
daily with actual cases.   

Students come to the VTH with their 
lunch in hand and are given an 
opportunity to discuss the cases that are 
currently in the Equine Barn.  This gives 
students an opportunity to apply what 
they are learning in lecture, along with 
interacting with professors and 
residents that are in the clinic.   

AAEP National Convention 

Every year a few SCAAEP members 
attend the AAEP National Convention, 
which is being held in Anaheim, CA this 
year.  These students are given an 
opportunity to interact with students 
from throughout the country, and learn 
alongside veterinarians some of the 
cutting edge research and issues that 
they will deal with when they graduate.   

One of our fourth year members, Karla 
Penman, will be giving a talk on her 
research with Dr. Goodrich at 1:30 
p.m.  Sunday, December 2nd during 
the Biologics and Therapeutics: New 
Developments section.  

If you see any CSU students at 
Convention this year please say hi, we 
always welcome meeting new people.   



 

 

  

Second Annual Equine Symposium 

March 9-10, 2013  

Colorado State University 

Fort Collins, Co 

 

Wet labs 

Wet labs are always a highlight of any 
club.  This is because it gives students 
an opportunity to practice all of those 
things they have been told about in 
lecture.  This year we have a variety of 
wet labs being planned.   

Pfizer recently sponsored our 
dentistry wet lab a Dr. Stricklin's clinic 
in Greeley.  Students were able to 
learn the basics behind the field of 
equine dentistry.  They started the 
morning with lectures regarding 
sedation of horses for dentals, and 
the basic techniques used when 
floating teeth.  This was followed by 
student dissection of cadaver heads in 
order to become more familiar with 
the anatomy that is involved.  They 
followed this up with floating the 
teeth on the cadaver heads.  At the 
end of the day everything was put 
together and a few lucky volunteers 
had their horses floated for free by 
the veterinary students.   

Upcoming wet labs include a podiatry 
short course in the spring.  This is 
hopefully going to be expanded this 
year to include both PVM students 
and local farriers coming together to 
better understand the hoof and the 
physiology behind it.   

Other wet labs include a chiropractic 
overview, acupuncture with Doctor 
Holt and his newly certified students, 
laceration care and many more.   

Dinner Lectures 

Dinner lectures give students a chance 
to sit down and relax over a meal 
while talking about something that 
interests them and will be applicable 
in their future.   

In the past there have been lectures 
about reproduction, nutrition, and 
alternative medicine, just to name a 
few.   

 

Due to its great success, SCAAEP 

decided not only to continue the tradition, 

but expand on the Equine Symposium as 

well through the addition of wet labs, case 

discussions, and new lectures. 

Even though final details are still being 

worked out, we have developed a plan of 

events for the upcoming year.   

The Equine Symposium will consist of 

three main topics: ambulatory, alternative 

medicine, and an overview of the head, 

hitting on the aspects most commonly 

encountered in practice.   

 

Alternative medicine and rehabilitation 

are aspects of the industry that are often 

overlooked.  Whether this is due to 

premature dismissal or a lack of 

understanding, we hope these lectures will 

add to you comprehension and 

consideration of the option of alternative 

medicine and rehabilitation in your 

treatment of future cases.  The 

incorporation of such methods into a 

practice can be a challenge; however, we 

will discuss the best ways to make a 

seamless transition as well as the benefits 

such a transition can provide.   

 

The head is the focus of the second part 

of the continuing education weekend.  

Participants will receive an anatomy 

review by the ever energetic Dr. Ann Fails.  

Following this review there will be an in 

depth analysis of a variety of aspects of 

cranial medicine such as: 

 Diagnostic Imaging 

 Surgical approaches of the sinuses 

 Equine dental procedures 

 

Equine ambulatory medicine is often the 

first response to both emergency and 

routine cases.  Therefore ambulatory 

veterinarians need to be capable of dealing 

with everything imaginable.  The highlights 

of this year’s continuing education Field 

ambulatory emergencies program include: 

 Wound management 

 Ambulatory Ophthalmology 

 Fluid therapy 

 

Participants will receive access to all 

lectures, and breakfast and lunch will be 

provided both days.  On Saturday there 

will be a dinner and drink social at the Rio 

Grande restaurant with a guest speaker.  

There will also be various sponsors and an 

opportunity to look at their latest products 

within the equine industry. 

Wet labs will be available for an 

additional fee in order to supplement the 

costs of materials and supplies.   

 

All proceeds will go towards the 

furthering education of CSU PVM SCAAEP 

club members.   

 

More information about specifics will be 

available soon. For additional information 

please contact the Symposium Committee 

at: csuequinesymposium@gmail.com 

 

 



 

  

  

Breeders Cup Party and Silent Auction 

Teaching Horse Herd 

This program offers the unique 
opportunity for students to learn more 
about all aspects of horse care - from 
feeding to feet.  The horses in this 
program live at the veterinary teaching 
hospital and are donated to us for 
various reasons. Aside from living in a 
large, comfortable paddock, they are 
occasionally used as blood donors and 
companions for patients. This program 
was created to offer inexperienced 
students the chance to learn more about 
horses while providing the horses a 
chance to get pampered and loved on. 

Foal Care Team 

Colorado State University is a world 
renowned leader in equine 
reproduction.  This reputation leads to 
admission of a variety of foals in need of 
care.  These foals often require 
supplementary attention compared to 
that of an ill horse, which is where the 
foal care team comes into play.   

The team consists of both PVM and 
undergraduate students that volunteer 
their time to sit with and care for 
neonates in the hospital.   

Volunteers monitor vital signs, oxygen 
and IV lines, keep the neonates warm 
and comfortable, and keep an eye out 
for problems.   

Not only is this a great learning 
opportunity for students it also gives 
them an opportunity to de-stress, 
because there is no better stress relief 
than playing with baby animals! 

 

The Breeders’ Cup Party and silent 

auction is a fundraiser held every year 

by the CSU Student Chapter of the 

American Association of Equine 

Practitioners on the day of the 

Breeders’ Cup horse races in 

November.   

It is a great opportunity for members 

of the equine community to interact 

with future veterinarians in a casual 

and fun filled atmosphere.   

This year, Mexican food and 

refreshments will be provided along 

with an opportunity to purchase some 

delicious Rio Grande margaritas. 

All proceeds from the event, including 

ticket and silent auction sales, go 

directly back to our student members 

to fund educational opportunities.  

Qualifying members will receive a 

stipend to pursue these opportunities.  

Students use them for a variety of 

education events such as national 

convention, Texas A&M University wet 

labs, and externships.   

Silent auction items are generously 

donated by local businesses and are 

obtained by our members.  Cash 

sponsors provide much appreciated 

funding for the costs of the event.   

Every year there are a plethora of 

items put up for auction from tack to 

gift certificates to many local shops.  

There are also door prizes and awards 

given to some people for picking win, 

place, show, and trifecta.   

For further information or questions 

please feel free to contact the SCAAEP 

vice president Courtney Doddman at 

cdoddman@rams.colostate.edu  

Large Animal Emergency Team  

Any PVM student who is interested in gaining more experience is more than 
welcome to volunteer!  

LAET is a group of students that are paired up and "on-call" overnight and on the 
weekends.  Once students get called in they go to either the breezeway (if it is an 
equine emergency) or to the food animal entrance (if it is a food animal).  After 
checking in with the technician that is on call they are informed what the 
emergency is and what they need to do to help out.   

LAET gives students that are not thus far in the clinic an opportunity to 
participate in their free time.  Students assist the technicians and doctors with 
working up of everything from colic to lacerations.  If the patient must continue 
on to surgery students are able to observe the procedure and ask questions to 
further their education.    

 

November 3, 2012 from 1:00 to 6:00 pm 

The Agave Room at the Rio Grande Mexican Restaurant 

143 W. Mountain Ave, Fort Collins 

Tickets will be $6 in advance and $8 at the door 

 

mailto:cdoddman@rams.colostate.edu


 

  

 

Support CSU SCAAEP! 

We are always looking for support to continue the education of future equine 

practitioners.   

The annual Breeders Cup Party is our major student oriented fundraiser and we 

encourage all that can attend to come relax and socialize with the future 

veterinarians of our industry. 

Stay tuned for more information concerning details and registration of the 

Equine Symposium.   

As a club we are always looking to try new things, and explore other avenues 

of the equine industry; however we are only capable of exploring aspects that 

our members know about.  That is where this plea to the community comes 

into play: 

If you have ideas about interesting topics for us to cover that will be helpful in 

our future careers, or would like to sponsor an event your input and 

participation is greatly appreciated! 

We would like to thank all of those who supported us in recent years and look 

forward to meeting and interacting with new members of our equine 

community! 

 

Open House 

Every spring PVM students get 
together to educate the public.  
SCAAEP always puts a booth together 
that not only educates but entertains.  
The past few years we were able to 
set up in standing surgery, and bring 
one of the ever willing teaching 
horses in to assist in this process.  In 
the pictures to the right a SCAAEP 
member is showing an interested 
participant how to listen to a horse’s 
heart.  The joy such a simple thing 
brings to the faces of children helps 
students realize why they wanted to 
become veterinarians when they grew 
up.   

2012-2013 Officers 

President: Marianne Marshall 
Vice President:  Courtney Doddman 
Secretary:  Lindsey Porubovich 
Treasurer:  Hailey Harroun 
Junior Class Rep:  Erin Smith 
Sophomore Class Rep:  Craig Lesser 
Freshman Class Rep:  Nigel Miller 
Lunch Rounds:  Amanda Chang 
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Thanks for reading! 
Craig Lesser 

PVM 2015 

 

 

 


